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Advent is here, and with it comes a 
change in our liturgical mood to one 
of  waiting and preparation. The 
Advent hymns we sing are rich in this 
imagery, from ‘O come, O come, 
Emmanuel’ to ‘Come, thou long-
expected Jesus’. The Treble Choir will 
join the adult choir to sing on Advent 
1 this year (Nov. 27).

One of  the joys of  Christmas is the 
wealth of  carols we have to sing. This 
year on Christmas Eve we all lift our 
voices joyfully singing familiar and 
beloved carols to welcome the new 
born Christ Child into our hearts and 
lives once again. The choirs are hard 
at work preparing their own special 
musical offerings for our two 
Christmas Eve liturgies.

At 4 p.m. on Christmas Eve the Treble 
Choir and soloists will provide music 
for the Family Service/Christmas 
Pageant. We are hoping that perhaps 
the Cherub Choir might make an 
appearance as well—stay tuned for 
more information about this delightful 
group of  very young singers!

The late Christmas Eve service 
features the Epiphany Choir assisted 
by trumpet and harp. They will 
provide a special musical offering at 
9:30 before our 10 p.m. Festival 
Eucharist. The choir has been hard at 

work rehearsing for this service since 
the beginning of  November, and we 
invite you to come and enjoy this 
special offering of  festive Christmas 
music. There will also be ample 
opportunity for congregational singing 
of  many favorite Christmas carols as 
well throughout the service.

The musical feast continues on Friday 
night, January 6th, when both choirs 
will participate in our Epiphany 
Service.

Finally, one of  the Christmas 
traditions here at Epiphany is 
contributing to the Everest Nolan 
Cline memorial fund. This fund 
supports much of  the special seasonal 
music that the parish has enjoyed over 
the years. Please consider making a 
donation soon, and take pleasure in 
knowing that your contribution will go 
a long way toward making our 
Christmas celebration joyful. Please be 
sure to write ‘Everest Nolan Cline 
memorial music fund’ on the memo 
line of  your donation.

Thank you, and a blessed Advent and 
Christmas to you all,

Mary Hamlin-Spencer

    

z Music for Advent & Christmas z

Sunday Schedule
Holy Eucharist: 

8:00 & 10:00 AM
Adult Education: 9:00 AM
Sunday School: 9:45 AM

Youth Group: 4:30 - 6:00 PM



z View from the Pew z

Wally Dann & Rev. Kristofer Lindh-Payne

Veteran’s Day Reflection - Rev. Kristofer Lindh-Payne

In the days and weeks after Veterans Day, I have been thinking a lot about my friends and family members that have 
served in our nation’s military. Looking out into our pews, I see many of  you who have given of  yourselves in this way. I 
know that you too have close friends and family members in the military—many in harm’s way, even today. We lift up all 
those who serve, past and present, in all branches of  the military, pray for their protection, and pray for healing and peace 
in our world. I am so grateful for the ways in which our service men and women have made great sacrifices for the good of 
us all, and I imagine that you are too. On a pastoral visit this week to the VA residence, I was thinking even more about 
the men and women who are returning home from combat and the challenges they face in re-entry. The ravages of  war 
can be pretty impossible to imagine. Let us pray for healing in body, mind and spirit for all those returning home. Let us 
pray also for all those who have died in times of  war—for those who do not return home to their beloved families—for 
those who return home instead to their Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. We pray for comfort for all those who grieve. 
We pray also that as a people, we might not forget the sacrifices that have been made, and provide for the care, comfort, 
and dignity of  those who serve. This month’s View from the Pew comes from longtime Epiphanite, Wally Dann, as he 
reflects himself  on Veterans Day, and invites us as a community to do so as well. 

View from the Pew - Wally Dann

Veterans DayÑis it really a day set up for marketing - a special time for mattress and clothing sales?  No - but it is hard to 
see differently as daily life unfolds.  It has been also the fate of the veteran for whom the day was set aside to remember. 
So that we do not belong to that group about whom ÒIt has been said that those who cannot remember the past are doomed 
to repeat itÓ let us take a look at the past. !

In 1890 Rudyard Kiplings poem ÒTommyÓ stirred the British publicÕs need to adopt a different attitude towards the private 
soldier. The widowed Queen Victoria was on the throne and the Òthin red lineÓ of her troops were keeping the peace 
throughout the world.  Mr. Atkins (TommyÕs pseudonym) speaks:!

!

O it’s Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, a’ “Tommy, go away”;

But it’s “Thank you Mr. Atkins,” when the band begins to play,

The band begins to play, my boys, the band begins to play,

O it’s “Thank you Mr. Atkins,” when the band begins to play.

                                          * * * *

We aren’t no thin red ‘eroes, nor we aren’t no blackguards too,

But single men in barricks, most remarkable like you;

An’ if  sometimes our conduck isn’t all your fancy paints,

Why, single men in barricks don’ grow into plaster saints;

While its Tommy this, an Tommy that, an Tommy, fall be’ind”

But it’s “Please to walk in front, sir,” when there’s trouble in 
the wind

There’ trouble in the wind, my boys, there’s trouble in the wind,

O it’s “Please to walk in front, sir,” when there’s trouble in 
the wind. 

You talk o: better food for us, an’ schools, an’ fires, an’ all:

We’ll wait for extry rations if  you treat us rational.

Don’t mess about the cook-room slops, but prove it to our face

The Widow’s Uniform is not the soldier-man’ disgrace.

For it’s Tommuy this, an’ Tommy that, an Chuck him out, 
the brute!”

But it’s Saviour of  ‘is country “when the guns begin to shoot;

An’ it’s Tommy this, an ‘ Tommy that, an’ anything you please;

An ‘Tommuy ain’t a bloomin fool – you bet that Tommy sees! 



z Parish News z

View from the Pew (cont.)

“Tommy” may have lost some of  its original magic, but it 
still spoke so clearly that it was parodied in the Sunday 
Telegraph in 2003 as: 

Yes, it’s Tommy this, an’ Tommy that, an’ spend less on 
defence.

But who walks the streets of  Basra when the air is getting 
tense?

When the air is getting tense, boys, from Kabul to Kosovo

Who’ll say goodbye to wife and kids, and shoulder pack 
and go” 

Mr. Eric K. Shinseki, a retired United States Army four-
star general, Secretary of  Veterans Affairs wrote in the 
November 11th issue of  The Wall Street Journal as 
follows: 

“There was an air of  disdain for the military and for 
those who had served in Vietnam – nothing 
confrontational, nothing openly disrespectful, but studied 
indifference.  It was a difficult time to be a veteran. 

Since the attacks of  Sept. 11, 2001, almost three million 
American men and women have answered our nation’s 
call to arms to defeat what came to be known as al qaeda 
and those associated with it.  Now, after 10 years of  war, 
almost 1,350,000 who deployed overseas have returned to 
our communities.  But more than 850,000 veterans of  all 
generations remain unemployed, over the next five years, 
we project that another one million will be leaving the 
military.  We must not let the Vietnam experience repeat 
itself  for this generation of  veterans. 

With the vivid language of  Tommy and General Shinseki 
echoing in our consciousness, how can we not remember 
the past and fail to accord Veterans Day the appreciation 
to which it is entitled?  

From the Intern’s Desk

Plugged In has been a great outlet for youth to express 
their feelings and find where God connects with their 
lives. We have talked about forgiveness and what that 

means through a P. Diddy song. We have also discussed 
“healthy humility” and the struggles of  adolescence 
around self  esteem. Having this time with the youth has 
helped them connect the lectionary for the week with 
their lives. At Creative Kids Community Center with the 
help of  Katherine Steere, we have been able to start a 
program for youth on Wednesday nights. 6-12th graders 
can come for tutoring, dinner and computer usage. It has 
been a wonderful experience to give youth a place to just 
relax.

YME and Spiritually Thirsty attended a Baltimoreans 
United in Leadership Development (BUILD) action on 
November 13. The main reason for the rally and the 
march was to hold Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake and 
John Paterakis accountable for their promises around 
schools, recreation centers and jobs for teenagers. We 
marched through Harbor East with men, women, and 
children of  all ages and creeds.

Looking forward, I am helping plan a suicide prevention/
awareness event with the Towson/Roland Park region. 
The event is scheduled for January 2012. This event will 
be informational for adults and youth as well as a way to 
create a safe and open dialogue between adults and youth 
around the topic of  suicide.

Jessica Turner is the Helen B. Jordahl Episcopal Service Corps 
(ESC) Volunteer. Contributions to the Helen Jordahl Memorial 
Fund can help make a second year of  this exciting ministry possible.

Adopt a Family for the Holidays!

Would you like to brighten another family's Christmas? 
Neighbor-to-Neighbor presently works with 20 families (a 
total of  38 children) and we are looking for folks who 
would like to "adopt" a family. You can do this alone or 
find some friends to chip in with you. We would give you 
the specifics of  what your family would like and you 
would do the shopping. On a specific evening in 
December (tba) we would have time for you to give the 
unwrapped gifts to your family in person. We'd like to 
culminate the evening with some caroling! If  you are 
interested (and we hope you are), please contact Kate 
McAllister (410-252-4465 xt 106) or Jessica Turner 
(410-252-4465 xt 109).



 Helping Up Mission Casseroles

We had our faithful volunteers on Tuesday, Nov. 8th to 
help w/the turkey casseroles for HUM. We thought it 
would be a special treat to celebrate Thanksgiving 
early.  A big thank you to Gail & Kathryn who did the 
grocery shopping the day before.  Kristen Andrews, 
Elza Dunning, Kim Farrell, Gail Overcash, Jon 
McAllister and Kathryn who were the cooks. Also, a 
thank you to Grace Overcash, Gail's daughter) for 
being our taster.The Boy Scouts will be doing the Dec. 
casseroles for which we are so grateful. To all you 
faithful helpers may you have a blessed Christmas.  
See you next year.

Pledges 

Thanks to all who have pledged for 2012 (as of  
December 5th4). We appreciate your support. If  you 
would like to pledge, there are cards in the church for 
you to complete and put in the offering or contact the 
office and one can be mailed to you.

Bruce & Beverly Bruce Anderson
Jonathan & Kristen Andrews

Tom & Mickie Barczak
Ned & Jill Basye-Featherston

William & Mary Bauer
Sheila Bentz

Tony & Peggy Blades
Betty Borcherding

Mark & Trish Brandau
Alan Brock

Mickey Brock
Bruce & Marge Bryant

Maria Carroll
Alicia Cool
Beth Corrin

Wallace & Anne Dann
Chet Duke

Michael & Elza Dunning
Emil & Sue Elinsky

Karen Engstrom
Kim Farrell

Richard & Janet Fawcett
Nancy Feeley
Archibald Fort

Michael & Meg Fregeau
Jenn Fryer & Jon Stewart

Betty Gibbs
Gig Grube

Carole Halverstadt
Althea Hardman
Christina Harris

Bill & Carol Lee Hensyl
Pat Hoffman

Barbara Hottle
Lou Hubner & Kathy Callahan

Sheila Johnson
Sarah Korn

Tom Kornick
Donald & Carolyn Krach
Kemp & Kay Lehmann

Kristofer & Heather Lindh-Payne
Jon & Kate McAllister

Mac McDonald
Jim & Andi Mangels

Joe & Lisa Martin
William & Gail Meloy

Lucy Middleton
Barbara Murphy

Alex & Angie Obaza
Harry & Laurie Oleynick

Ed & Jane Obaza
Steve & Michelle Orr

Chris & Gail Overcash
Janet Raffetto & Peggy Hardin
James Ralls & Diana Woltereck

Joyce Redman
Dick & Nicki Ridenour

Steven & Catherine Siperko
Patti Slack

Sarah Snyder
Tom Spacht

Bill & Mary Spencer
Susan Stokes

Al & Francine Sullender
Liz & Stephanie Sundermann-Zinger

Ashley Thomas
Sam & Annie Thompson

Laurence & Denise Thomson
Faith Townsend

George & Linda Tracy
Carol Troia

Michael & Kathryn Wajda
Cathy Walker

Rich & Judy Wallace
Suzanne Young

Peter & Pam Zavitz

z Parish News z



Many of  you may not have had the chance to meet Lauren McMillan when she was here to visit 
Epiphany a couple Sundays ago and during the week to follow. Lauren was here as part of  a class she 
was taking on teaching and learning at Towson University as part of  the Early Childhood major. A 
student a TU, Lauren has also been working at a preschool and at Starbucks. For her class project, 
she was looking generally for an unfamiliar setting where teaching and learning takes place. She 
heard about our church from a parishioner and talked with me about coming to observe and learn. 
In the interactions I had with her, she struck me as kind, gentle, hardworking, and in many ways 
“wise beyond her years”. I wanted to share some of  her reflections with you.

I am writing to share with you my reflections on my experiences with Epiphany and the opportunities you provided for 
me. While I have not yet received feedback from my professor, I wanted to summarize what I shared in my project. I 
simply explained what I did, including the two events with Youth Ministry at Epiphany (YME) at Creative Kids 
community center: both the arts and crafts event and the Wednesday night drop- in and tutoring for older youth. And of  
course I also participated in the Sunday morning Plugged-in discussion. I shared in my paper that everybody involved 
with the church was extremely welcoming to me and that I was extremely pleased to be treated with great respect, even 
though I had not intended on becoming a church member (this was an issue at the first church I approached.) To suit the 
prompt of  the paper, I discussed how my fear that I would not be accepted or understood for my lack of  following 
religion was immediately diffused and that everyone I came into contact with was more than willing to help me out, with  
specific regard to you and to Jessica. I also discussed how I was impressed and grateful that Epiphany takes such efforts 
to help our community in a way that is noticeable and productive. My overall experience with Epiphany was wonderful 
and very much appreciated, and I would like to especially thank you for your time and your willingness to help me. Take 
care and thank you.

I have heard many people talk about Epiphany as a place of  healing, but of  course we are also a 
place of  learning and formation for people of  all ages. Some people come here and spend their entire 
lives (or least large chunks of  it) growing together at Epiphany. Others come for only a short time and 
we hope are touched by the hospitality and love of  God that flows through us. Lauren’s experience at 
Epiphany could have been a very different one, if  not for your welcome and care. Perhaps you’ll see 
Lauren again. Maybe on a coffee run to Starbucks next week, maybe on the news—10 years from 
now—being recognized for some great thing she has done to better this world we live in, maybe we’ll 
even see her again at Epiphany. You never know who is going to cross your path, whether here at 
Epiphany, or anywhere else you go, so “let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it” (Hebrews 13:1-2).

z Entertaining Angels Unawaresz

The Rev. Kristofer Lindh-Payne



As many of  you know, the season of  Advent is a time set aside in the liturgical calendar for waiting and 
preparing.
For what do we wait? For what do we prepare?
Well, we wait for the incarnation, of  course.
The what?
We wait to celebrate the gift of  God’s presence with us in Jesus. We wait to celebrate the gift of  God loving us 
so much that God would become one of  us.
If  God is already with us, why do we have to wait?
Maybe because waiting can increase expectation, anticipation, and hope. Maybe because waiting can focus our 
attention, can help us prepare for something new in our lives—for something to happen in an even deeper way.
Well, why do we have to prepare?
We don’t know about you, but our lives are pretty busy—pretty full of  activity. It is important to prepare a 
space within us, within our lives, for God incarnate to take on flesh and blood and dwell among us. This is a 
partnership between us and God. When we make space within ourselves for God to work, for God to inhabit 
us, God’s presence can be that much more accessible to us and to everyone with whom we interact.
So how are you being called this Advent to wait and pray, to prepare your self  and make space for God to show 
up?

*Perhaps you’ll find a way everyday to slow down, alone or with a friend or your family, around an Advent   
wreath.

*Perhaps you’ll attend Evening Prayer and Meditation, Wednesdays at 5:30pm in the meditation room.

*Perhaps you’ll find a way to give by adopting a family through Neighbor-to-Neighbor, or by giving through 
Guardian Angel in Remington, Heifer, or Episcopal Relief  and Development (more information to come).

*Perhaps you’ll choose to engage the Advent Conspiracy (see www.adventconspiracy.org for more information).

As a congregation, we have been waiting and preparing, and God is up to something new and different. As you 
may have read in the last postcard sent out by our Senior Warden, Steve Orr, the arrangements have been 
made for us to become Co-Rectors. On the Feast of  the Epiphany, Friday January 6, we will celebrate the 
manifestation of  God in our midst. We will celebrate the ways in which God has been with us in the past, is 
with us now, and is guiding us into the future. We will celebrate this new model of  partnership ministry, not 
only between your priests as Co-Rectors, not only between us and you, but also between all of  us and God. We 
are all partners in the manifestation and mission of  God.

This Advent, what space are you making available in your life for God to show up? How
might God’s presence be made manifest through you?

Yours in Christ,

Kathryn+ and Kristofer+

z Clergy Musings z
The Rev. Dr. Kathryn Wajda & The Rev. Kristofer Lindh-Payne

http://www.adventconspiracy.org
http://www.adventconspiracy.org


December Anniversaries
15 Dean & Mary Pugh

30 Stephen Waters & Mary McCarron

December Birthdays
1 Sarah Snyder

2 Carol Lee Hensyl

2 Henry Sundermann-Zinger

3 Donald Krach

5 Kristen Hoofring

6 Chris Brandau

6 Matt Brandau

7 Bud Booze

9 Meg Fregau

11 Dayla Gammon

11 Jack Niehenke

12 Kate McAllister

12 Carol Troia

15 Trish Brandau

21 Betsy McCaul

22 Christopher Caudill

23 Alan Brock

23 Kim McDonald

25 Harry Oleynick

25 Al Sullender

26 Betty Gibbs

26 Barbara Laws

29 Ben Fregau

29 Carole Haverstadt

30 Rich Wallace

30 Joshua Wilson

Epiphany Prayer List
John Bathgate
Alison Belt
Amy

Dotty Benevenetto
Keith Bien
Caroline Brock
Marge Bryant
Pearl Bryant
Al Church
Frank Clark
John Cool
Marion Coyle
John Crawford
Robert Duffy
Jeanette Eatherly
Virginia Elkins
Jay Feeley
Eva Gilbert
John Gilbert
Kema, Greg & Lillian Grace
Gig Grube
Betty Hammann
Pat Irvin
Kaitlin
Valerie Lambros
Gayle Latshew
Kemp Lehmann
Rebeckah McCormack
Lucy
Roberta Nevitt
Laurie Oleynick
Amanda Peterson
Carol Pippen
David Raffetto
James Raffetto
Mark Reid
Katie Cumbaa Sedlak
Duane Sewell
Connie Sidell
Annie Thompson
Sherri Trieber
Lois Turner
Leigh

z Prayers & Thanksgiving z



Weekly

Monday
3:30 PM - Bible study

Wednesday
9:30-10:30 AM - Adult Education

11 AM - Staff  meeting

4:30 PM - Treble choir

Thursday
7:30 PM - Epiphany choir

Monthly
12/6 & 12/27, 1:30 PM - Arden Courts

12/6, 5:30 PM - Vestry executive meeting

12/6, 5:30 PM - Altar Guild dinner & meeting

12/7 & 12/14, 5:30 PM - Evening prayer &         
	                               meditation

12/9, 10:30 AM - Day Care Christmas program 

12/12, 7 PM - Day care board

12/19, 7 PM - Vestry meeting

12/21, 5:30 PM - Homeless Memorial Service 
	         (Calvary Baptist Church, Towson)

12/27, 12 PM - Lunch Bunch

Christmas Schedule of  Services

Christmas Eve, Saturday 12/24
4:00 PM - Christmas Pageant and Eucharist

9:30 PM - Music Offering from the Epiphany Choir 
& Festival

Christmas Day, Sunday 12/25

10 AM Eucharist (no 8 AM service)

The Feast of  the Holy Name, Sunday 1/1

10 AM Eucharist (no 8 AM service)

Epiphany Celebration of  Partnership 
Ministry: God, Co-Rectors and you!

Friday, 1/6

6 PM pot luck dinner and 7:30 PM worship

z December Events z



STOP DISCRIMINATION

Bring it HOME!
Rally for the Maryland HOME Act

Wednesday, December 7th 2011
6:30 – 8:00 PM

Towson United Methodist Church
501 Hampton Lane
Towson, MD 21286

END POVERTY.

• Concerned about poverty in Baltimore County—the most
segregated county in Maryland? Want Change?

• Bring the whole family on December 7 to support the Maryland
Home Act, which prohibits landlords from discriminating against

tenants based on their source of  income. At the rally we will
have:

o Del. Stephen Lafferty, sponsor of  the HOME Act

o Rev. Kristofer Lindh-Payne

o Opportunities to petition your legislators and get involved!

o Music, Free Food, Fun!

• Contact Lovel Tokic, 410-625-9409, ext. 246, or
tokicl@publicjustice.org to let us know you’re coming and get

help with transportation.

Sponsored by:

and the Coalition for the Maryland HOME Act

mailto:tokicl@publicjustice.org
mailto:tokicl@publicjustice.org


MARYLAND

HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES MADE EQUAL ACT

(The HOME Act)

What does the legislation do?

The legislation prohibits landlords and other property owners from discriminating against persons seeking
housing based on their “source of  income.”

What does “source of  income” mean?

“Source of  income” means any lawful source of  funds to be used in the rental or purchase of  housing. It
includes money from: (1) any lawful profession or occupation; (2) any government or private assistance,

grant, loan, or rental assistance program; (3) any gift, inheritance, pension, annuity, alimony, child support,
or other consideration; and (4) any sale of  property.

Why does Maryland need this legislation NOW?

Ensure fairness for seniors, working lower-income families, veterans, and the disabled seeking housing

Help Maryland create more mixed-income communities and greater affordable housing

Lead to greater housing and economic opportunity for tens of  thousands of  Marylanders

What does this legislation NOT do?

The bill does not prohibit a landlord from determining the ability of  a potential renter to comply with
lease terms or pay the rental price by: verifying the source and amount of  income of  the renter; evaluating

the stability and security of  the renter’s source of  income; or evaluating the renter’s tenant history and
suitability as a tenant.

The bill does not prevent a landlord from refusing to consider income derived from a criminal activity.

Who would benefit from the passage of  this legislation?

Source of  income discrimination disproportionately effects vulnerable populations: senior citizens, people with
disabilities, single mothers, veterans, and lower wage workers.

In Maryland, tens of  thousands of  families use housing choice (section 8) vouchers (tens of  thousands more
are on waiting lists)

56 % of  households rely on SSI, social security or pensions
36% of  households include wage earners

44% of  people who use vouchers are children
47% of  households are single mothers with children 1

1HUD Database, Resident Characteristics Report, Maryland, Tenant Based Vouchers, October 31, 2010.
http://www.hud.gov/offices/pih/systems/pic/50058/rcr/



Christmas Flowers
You are invited to contribute toward the flowers that decorate the church at Christmas time. You may give flowers in 

memory of  a loved one or as a thank offering. Please make your check payable to Epiphany Church Flower Fund and 
mark it “Christmas Flowers.” A suggested guideline for contribution is $25, but any amount is gratefully received. Send 

your check with this form to the parish office or place it in the offering plate on Sunday. All flower forms must be returned 
by Sunday, December 18.

Enclosed is:

___________________________________________________________

Given

by:

______________________________________________________________

In

memory of:

_______________________________________________________________

In thanksgiving for: 

_______________________________________________________________
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